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The Androscoggin
Riveris among the
priorities outlined
by environmental
ErouUps.

BY BONNIE VWASHUR
StaffWriter

AUGUESTA — The cleanup of
the Androscoggin River is one
of six environmental eforts the
governor and lawmakers must
approve this segsion.

That was the message froma
coalition of 25 environmental

ocroups, representing 100,000
members, who on Thursday
outlined their legislative agen-
da to protect Maine's children,
wildlife, water and air.

Besides restoring water qual-
ity in the Androscoggin and St
Crolx rivers, the objectives are:
reducing children's exposure to
lead, ensuring Maine's natural
resource agencies have enough
money to do their jobs, issuing
bonds for §75 million to pre-
serve public Jand, reducing air
pollation through cleaner cars,
and curbing sprawl.

“From the sky to the ses,
from our forests to pur rivers,
Maine’s children, water, wild-

iife and land face daunting en-
vironmental threats,” sald Eli-
za Townsend of Maine League
of Conservation Voters, one of
the groups in the coalition of 25.

Teeds resident Neil Ward
spoke for the Androscoggin,
urging lawmakers to reverse
g law passed last vear that al-
lowed lower water guality stan-
dards for the Androscoggin and
8t Croix.

Ward said he and his wifle,
Ann, remember as youngsiers
how the Androscoggin — with
its fumes and dead fish — was
something to stay away from.
The river is betier now, Ward
said, but still not clean enough

for their 3-vear-old son, Am-
brose, to fish and swim in. That
was a promise made “when na-
tive son Edmund Muskie cham-
pioned passage of the Clean Wa- -
ter Act,” he said.

Ward said he and others
aren’t asking the papermills on
the river to do anything unusu-
al or meet tougher standards.
“We're asking them to meet
the same standards as those
who use other Maine rivers,
and those ave the lowest Class
¢ standards of the Clean Water
Act, which the Androscoggin
River has not met in 30 years.”
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o stood and
spﬁk@ 0 each of the six priori-
tiss,

Dick  ‘Walthers Otis-
field asked f;hqr state agen
cies charged with f ,ho
Mabze's waters, wildiife and
outdoors have enough money
todotheiob.

To fight threats of illegsl in-
troduction of wildlife or in-
vasive plant life, such as the
mitfoil that choles 1a
need the Department of b
Fisheries and Wildlife and De
partment of Conservatic
be adequa’reh* funded,”
thers said,
departments receive
nuscule”

Javne Lello of Sebec spoke for
2 575 miilion bond for the Land
for Maine’s Fature Program.
She told of coastal farms trned
into house lofts and soid for
more than $1 million each. The
north woods “ave belng bought
and sold in 1.000-acre ?raf‘t“
she sald., “What used 1§
dependable, harvesiable
is now owned by Canada, }’}f*}
aware, California, Aldbama,”
she said.
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Money ﬂm* those

“iz mi-

Public lands need {0 be pre-

serveci Lella salc, so T
ers “can alwavs swim at the
beach, walk in the forest and
fish in the streams.
Jan Wilk of 8ebago
a regulation that w
date that by 2008, 10
all new carg sold must he low
omission pﬂi‘.uim“ . She has a
son with asthms, and said that
th eni mmmer =iy ‘;39::01"'1{3 too

asked for
td man-

F

erate 2 lof from: cavs and trucks
they drive.

Omne way to curb that is for
more people to drive more fuel-
efficient vehicles, like the Toy-
ota hybrids her family owns.
They get 50 miles per gallon,
drive well “and handle well in
the snow .

Sandra Cort of South Wind-
ham spoke for a hill o prevent
taad poisoning. The hest way
to do that, she said, is mage
gure chiidren live in lead-free
homes. But Maine “has a lot of
work to d0.” Only 1 percent of
Wiaine homes estimated to con-
tain Jead-hased paint have heen
mads safe, Cort said, Lead pol
“m\mg is a root canse of learn-
i sabilities, brain damage
and hefiavioral 6 isahilitie

And Virginia Goodlett mt Au-
gusta said municipalities need
hely to fight sprawl. In Augus-
ta there are proposais for “big
hox” stores that would turn
fields and houses info “seas of
asphalt.” That spraw! contrib-
wies to more pollution, more
development in yvural areas and
higher rural property taxes,
while leaving downtowns Dar-

* ven, she said.

While it is not unusual f’or
various environimental
o form alliances, the wahh

WHO ARE THEY?

The groups in an informal coalition that are calling on Gov,
John Baldacci and the Legisiature 1o adopt six biils thev say
are necessary to protect Maine’s environment. Coliectively
the groups have 100,000 members.

Appaiaéhian fountain Club
Atlantic Salmon Federation
Bicycle Coalition of Maine
Conservation Law Founda-
tion

Environmental Healtn Strat-
egy Center

Environment Maine
Friends of Casco Bay

Friends of the Prasumpscot
River

Growsmart Maing
Maine Audubon
Maine Coast Heritage Trust

Maine Congress of Lake As-
sociations

behing the six initiatives is one
of the largest ever, according to
Townsend. The groups came to-
gether in the “unprecedented”

Maine Councii of Churches

Maine Lakes Conservancy in-
stitute

Maine League of Conserva-
tion Voters

Maine Rivars

Natural Resources Council of
Maine

The Nature Conservancy
Northeim Forest Ajliance |
The Ocean Conservancy
RESTORE: The North Woods
Sierra Ciub

Toxics Action Center

TFrustfor Public Land

The wilderness Society

_way because all six goals must

be addressed by lawmalkers
this session. she said.
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