Lewiston, Maine, Sunday, December 18, 2005

What is right for the riveris right for Maine

DEP’s course
correction holds hope
for unleashing the
true potential of the
Androscoggin River.

I applaud the recent move by thie
viaine Department of Environmen-

:al Protection to revisit the Interna-

ional Paper discharge license issued

ast September. New pollution mon- =
itoring data from IP has shed soine-
ight on the inadeguate policies that’
‘he state pursued earlier at the betiest .

5f the paper industry. I hope thai the
willpower being demonstrated in Au-
zusta to finally treat the Androscog-
zin River as & rescurce for ail of its
residents is as strong as the determi-
nation of the residents who live here

to see their river cleaned up. Iurge -

the governor 1o continue his support
of the DEP, as it takes a boid stand to

protect the river, based on-science

aid data.

My wife and I are raising our fami-
ly in the Androscoggin River Vailey,
a place with beautiful New England

villages, exciting new city centers,

picturesque lakes and streams, and
friendly, giving people. It is a place
wheyre four genetations of my family
are already laid to rest.

There is, howevér, one shortcoming
to living in this wonderful place, and
that is the grand Androscoggin River

NEIL WARD

Guest columnist

Everi though many who live:

in the valley see a cleaner
river than ive remember

- from the 60s, itis still not a

healthy river.

E'it:self,' the very heart and soul of the

valley. Even though many who live in

the valley see a cleaner river than we-

remember from the '60s, itis stillnota
healthy river.

‘Seatat thetable

Over the last year,  have participat-
ed in a civic process for the common
good. That process began in late 2004,
when 1 heard that the state was going
to do something about the river. It all
seemed to be murky and confusing at
first, but I figured that I wanted a seat
at the {able representing the genera-
tions of my family who didn’t get to
enjoy the river, I hoped that T might
be able-to convinee the state and the
industrial users of the Androscoggin
that the river was a “common,” (de-
fined by Webster’s as “belonging or

relating to the commun_lty at large”)

for all of Maine to enjoy, and not justa
place for discharge pipes to end.

Many people involved in the debaie
aver the Androscoggin felt that those
of us who were advocating for a clean-
er river opposed the paper mills and
those who make their lwmg in those
miils.

Lon g—tenn stability

Nothing coild be further from the
truth; in fact, we want those jobs io
remain part of the economy of the
river valley because those of us who
five downstream of the mills under-
stand what it means not to have a job.
1 have seen the woolen mills move
south to the Carolinas and the shoe

shops where I worked move overseas,

which left those in the Lewiston-Au-
burn area with few employment op-
tions. Those of us embroiled in this
debate want to ensure the long-term
stability of the mills. But that wiil

- only happen if the paper industry in-
. vests in its future by upgrading and

increasing the efficienicy of the miils,
and not incidentally cleaning up their
pollation of theriver.

While we were engaged in the heat

of the debate, it was hard to do any-
thing more than react to the state and
the mills’ maneuverings. But there is

much more torour position than reac--

tion; there is vision, too, of a river re-
hrrned to health and vitality for atl its
communities.

Just imagine

What could the Androscoggin hold
for our future?

Just imagine renting kayaks or ca-
noes at a riverside shop to spend a
great summer day paddling around
near the falis or in one of the upsireamn
impoundments with your children.

Just imagine the wonderful memo-
ries you cowld make by taking your
family on a boating picnic on one of
the beautiful islands in Gulf Island
Pond, and fishing for native trout and
salmon.

Just imagine riverside trails that
run the length of -the Androscoggin
where you and your family could hike
or bicycle for a day ora week enjoying

‘one of Maine’s largesirivers.

Just imagine teaching your chil-
dren to swim at one of the hun-
dreds of beautiful spots along the
Androscoggin.

Just imagine - a. river-dependent
economy for tourist and L-A residents
to enjov running along the banks of
the Androscoggin in Lewiston and
Auburn.

Just imagine!

These are not wild 1magmmgs If
state regulators do the right thing
for the Androscoggin — which is al-
so what is right for Maine —and have
the will to continue on their course
correction and reguire the river’s poi-
Iuters to clean uyp, that is the river we
could have. With the state’s recent
move torequire more from the river's
biggest polluter, this vision could be-

come areality. If we stay the course,

Neil Ward is a founding member of
the Androscoggin River Alliance.
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